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It was not until September 12, N.S., that with considerable embarrassment he disclosed to Lamsdorf Russia's latest international commitment. The foreign minister was appalled and, for once abandoning his customary submissiveness, demanded the immediate annulment of a treaty which he considered incompatible with the obligations assumed by Russia towards France. Witte, informed of the Bjorko agreement, took a similar view. He wras a convinced supporter of an alliance of Russia, Germany, and France, but not of a Russo-German alliance concluded behind France's back and one to which the latter country was not likely to become a party. Nicholas had to admit that his venture in diplomacy was not a success. He pleaded with William for the revision of the Bjorko treaty (which was to become operative on the ratification of the peace treaty with Japan) so as to bring it in line with the terms of the Franco-Russian alliance. The German emperor's impassioned retort concluded a bitter indictment of France with a characteristic statement: "We joined hands and signed before God who heard our vows! . . . What is signed is signed! and let God be our testator!" (October 12, 1905, N.S.). Witte and Lamsdorf, however, refused to be moved; and while the Bjorko treaty was not formally abrogated, the German government was officially informed that the obligation of military assistance (in the event of either party being attacked by a European Power) did not apply in the case of a war with France and that the Franco-Russian alliance "remains fully in force until the three-Powers agreement has been reached" (November, 1905). The unfortunate Bjorko incident was closed; it added little to the luster of imperial diplomacy (for the secret leaked out in spite of extraordinary- precautions) and cast a dark shadow over Russo-German relations.
THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN CONVENTION, 1907
The traditional Anglo-Russian hostility, which was greatly accentuated by the developments in the Far East and reached its zenith during the Dogger Bank incident, subsided after the Russo-Japanese War. Izvolsky, the new Russian foreign minister and a former ambassador to Tokyo, had been opposed to the policy that brought about the conflict with Japan. A rapprochement with England, Japan's friend and ally, was an integral part of his program of reconciliation with Tokyo consummated in the Russo-Japanese agreement of Julyr 1907.12
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